
Climate Change and Justice

Climate policy as a component of fair globalisation  and 
sustainable poverty reduction

Michael Reder (IGP, Munich)



New Alliances



Climate Change and Global Poverty

Two closely linked aspects of globalization:

� Those mainly responsible for climate change: 
industrialized countries
Main victims of climate change: Poor populations of 
developing countries 

� Low potential to adapt to climate change in very poor 
countries, regions or sections of the population

Climate protection must be linked to poverty reduction 
to ensure sustainable development



Global Distribution of Wealth

Source: Füssel (2007)



Global Distribution of CO 2  Emissions

Source: Füssel (2007)



Focus of the Project

� Interaction between strategies to reduce emissions 
and strategies to combat global poverty

� Climatic impacts for poor people in developing 
countries

� Key problem areas : food security, water availability, 
and energy production

� Ethical implications of mitigation and adaptation
strategies

� Regional dialogue forums to discuss the relation 
between climate change and poverty



Dialogue Forums in Nine Countries



What will happen ?



Unlimited Resources
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Tipping Points



Why are some people more 
vulnerable than others?



Agro-economic Vulnerability to Climate Change



Climate Risks



Most Vulnerable Countries



What could an ethical 
framework be?



Human Rights as Starting Point

Universal human rights
� Different dimension of human rights 
� Moral, political and legal function of human rights
� Realisation of human rights as a never ending process

Moral Implications
Of Human Rights

Universal
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Concept of Justice

Justice of 
Basic Needs

Justice as 
Equal

Opportunity

Procedural 
Justice

Inter-generational 
equal rights

Universal 
Human Rights

Different Cultural Interpretations of Justice



Political strategy:

A Global Deal 
for Climate and 

Development Policy!



Five Pillars of a Global Deal



Idea of a Carbon Market

http://www.compareshares.com.au



Allocation of Emission Rights

Knopf et al. 2010
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Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Degradation

PIK 2008



Important Issue: Mix of Energy
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Quelle: 
Knopf et al. 2010



Adaptation Fonds

� Adaptation is necessary to manage unavoidable climate change

� The funding needs in the developing world are significant

� The adaptation funds established under the Kyoto Protocol and 
the UNFCCC fall far short of meeting these needs

� A broadened funding mechanism is required to provide sufficient 
and reliable financial resources in developing countries

� Adaptation needs to be closely integrated with existing poverty 
reduction strategies (sustainable development program)

� At the same time, it needs to be ensured that resources for 
adaptation are additional to existing funds for official 
development assistance.



Development Policy facing Climate Change

Strengthen the ability to act of the poor

� The poorer sections of the population must be particularly 
taken into account

� A low ability to act stems from social exclusion, lack of access
to health facilities and education, and a lack of legal security, 
political rights and cultural freedom

� Necessary: improved access to health and prevention 
facilities; access to education for all; access to and 
participation in political processes; access to market and 
production processes



Ownership

Only if people adopt 
these issues of climate 

change within the 
context of their own 

socio-cultural or 
religious background 

political strategies 
on climate protection 
and poverty reduction 

can be effective.



The Project and its Partners

www .climate -and-justice .de

Project partners
www.pik-potsdam.de
www.hfph.mwn.de/igp

www.misereor.de
www.munichre-foundation.org


